Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NDJAME 01697 2II320Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

2II353Z 123358/42 

R2II255ZMAY 77 
EM AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4099 

CONEIDENTIAL NDJAMENA 1697 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR, CD 

SUBJ: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MALLOUM 

1 . 1 HAD TWO-HOUR REVIEW OE MY RECENT VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
AND THE ABIDJAN CHIEES OE MISSION CONEERENCE WITH PRESIDENT AMLLOUM 
THIS MORNING. PRESIDENT WAS IN HIGHLY EMOTIONAL STATE AND 
OBVIOUSLY DISTRAUGHT BY MILITARY SITUATION IN EASTERN CHAD (SEE 
NDJAMENA 1652). 

2. PINEORMED THE PRESIDENT THAT IN WASHINGTON, AS HE HAD 
REQUESTED, I TOOK UP THREE ITEMS: THE NATURE OE OUR AID PROGRAM; 

THE PROGRESS OE THE MINI-REFINERY;AND AN INCREASE IN US RECOGNITION 
OE THE IMPORTANCE OE CHAD. I SUMMARIZED THESE 

CONVERSATIONS (SEE SEPARATE TELEGRAMS WHICH EOLLOW) AND STATED 
THAT I HOPED HE WOULD BE PLEASED WITH THE RESULTS. I WENT ON TO 
SUMMARIZE THE RESULTS OE THE ABIDJAN CONFERENCE IN REGARD TO 
US POLICY IN SOUTHERN AERICA AND IN THE NORTH/SOUTH ECONOMIC 
CONERONTATION. 

3. IN RESPONSE, THE PRESIDENT STATED EORCEEULLY THAT WHILE 

HE APPRECIATED WHAT WE WERE TRYING TO DO TO BE OF ASSISTANCE TO 
CHAD, HE WAS AERAID IT WOULDBE TOO LITTLE TOO LATE. HE SAID 
THAT, LIKE OUR POLICY IN SOUTH AERICA, WE WERE GOING TO AWAKE 
TO THE SITUATION IN CENTRAL AFRICA TOO LATE. IN REEERRING TO THE 
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APRIL 1 ATTEMPTED COUP, HE IMPLIED THAT QUOTE OUTSIDE END QUOTE 
EORCES WERE BEHIND THE ATTEMPT AND THAT ALTHOUGH THEY HAD FAILED, 
EVENTUALLY THEY WOULD PROBABLY SUCCEED IN KILLING HIM AND AT THAT POINT 

THE US POSITION IN CHAD, INCLUDING THE US OIL COMPANIES, WOULD BE 
ENDED. 
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4. HE MADE A STRONG PLEA FOR US MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO WHICH 
I RESPONDED BY OUTLINING PRESIDENT CARTER'S NEW ARMS SALE 
POLICY. I ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT I UNDERSTOOD AMBASSADOR GABA 
HAD RAISED THE QUESTION DIRECTLY WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND 
THAT THE LATTER HAD ASKED HIM TO PUT IN WRITING FOR DELIVERY 

TO DR. BRZEWINSKI. I SUGGESTED WE HOLD THE QUETSTION IN ABEYANCE 
UNTIL THIS HAD BEEN DONE. 

5. ON THE QUESTION OF US ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN CHAD, HE 

FELT OUR NEW APPROACH WAS IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION BUT DID NOT GO 
FAR ENOUGH IN CONCENTRATING OUR EFFORT. HE STATED THAT HE 
WOULD PREFER WE CONCENTRATE OUR ENTIRE EFFORT IN ONE SMALL 
REGION OF CHAD AND ONE ROAD TO THAT REGION. HE SUGGESTED THE 
PROVINCE OF LAC AND A ROAD FROM MASSAGUET TO BOL. I POINTED 
OUT WE WERE ALREADY HEAVILY COMMITTED TO MANY OTHER PROJECTS 
AND THAT WE HAD EXPRESSED OUR INTEREST IN ENTERING INTO LAC 
IN THE SODELAC PROJECT. HE ANSWERED IN UNEQUIVOCAL TERMS THAT 
HE WOULD PREFER WE DROP ALL OTHER AID PROJECTS IN CHAD TO CON 
CENTRATE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREAT POTENTIAL IN THE PROVINCE 
OF LAC AND A ROAD TO THAT AREA. 

6. HE AGAIN REQUESTED MORE HIHG-LVEL INTERLDT IN CHAD 

AND SPECIFICALLY INVHTED AMBASSADOR YOUNG TO STOP IN NDJAMENA 
ON HIS WAY OUT OF AFRICA. WITHOUT IN ANY WAY ENCOURAGING THE 
PRESIDENT, I HAVE REPEATED THIS INVITATION TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG 
BY SEPARATE TELEGRRAM. 

7. PRESIDENT ALSO MENTIONED IN PASSING TMAT HE COULD NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHY A GREAT COUNTRY LIKE U.S. HWU NOT RESPONDED 
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POSITIVELY TO HIS REQUEST FORHILANES TO DISTRIBUTE FOOD RELIEF. 

8. 1 INTEND TO MAKE PARALLEL APPROACH TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
KAMOUGUE WITH THE REBLTS OF MY WASHINGTON TALKS AND THE 
ABIDJAN MEETING NEST WEEK. I SUGGEST WE TAKE NO DEFINITIVE 
ACTION UNTIL AFTER THIS MEETING. PRESIDENT MALLOUM'S STATE WAS 
SO EMOTIONAL, HE MIGHT WELL WISH TO RECONSIDER SOME OF THE 
POSITIONS HE TOOK DURING OUR MEETING. BRADFORD 
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